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STOCKSBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 

1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Stocksbridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
Health  Service, s  of  the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1959.  As  in  previous  years  I  am 
including  in  my  report  some  statistical  information  indicating 
the  extent  to  which  the  Part  III  services  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  have  been  used  during  the  year. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  under  review  are  quite 
encouraging.  The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  slightly,  the  Death 
Rate  has  fallen,  the  Still-birth  Rate  has  fallen  and  is  approxi¬ 
mately  half  that  fob  the  rest  of  the  Country,  but  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  still  remains  too  high. 

The  Birth  Rate,  at  17.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion,  maintains  a  steady  average  for  the  district.  It  is  still 
higher  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  Country.  The  corrected 
Birth  Rate  is  17.05. 

The  Still-birth  Rate  maintains  the  steady  figure  of  the 
last  three  years,  and  at  10.7  is  approximately  half  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  Country.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  figure  and  it 
looks  as  if  this  might  be  maintained.  I  always  feel  that  I  am 
justified  in  suggesting  that  a  satisfactory  Still-birth  Rate 
reflects  efficient  ante-natal  care  of  the  expectant  mother.  In 
Stocksbridge  the  ante-natal  care  is  highly  efficient  by  both 
the  Local  Health  Authority  staff  and  the  General  Practitioners. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  has  fallen  compared  with  last  year 
and  reflects  a  fairly  satisfactory  picture  of  the  health  of  the 
district.  At  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  it  is  lower  than  that 
for  the  rest  of  the  Country,  although  the  corrected  Death  Rate, 
at  12.7  is  slightly  higher. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  however,  is  not  as  good  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  at  21.6  per  1,000  related  births  it  is  rather 
high.  Admittedly  it  is  a  more  favourable  rate  than  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  Country  and  an  improvement  in  the  Stocksbridge 
figures  over  the  last  four  years,  but  the  average  for  Division 
22  is  16.2,  the  lowest  on  record.  There  were  four  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age,  three  occurring  within  the  first  week  of  life 
due  to  premature  birth  and  congenital  conditions,  which 
deaths  could  be  called  unavoidable.  The  other  death  was  a 
child  who  had  acquired  an  upper  respiratory  infection  and 
died  before  it  was  three  weeks  old.  This,  I  would'  say,  was  a 
preventable  death.  Young  infants  are  very  susceptible  to 
infections  of  the  upper  respiratory  tract.  There  is  so  much  of 
these  infections  going  around  today  that  it  is  not  wise  to 
practise  close  contact  with  small  infants,  and  to  fondle  them 
when  one  has  any  suspicion  of  a  “catarrhal  cold”  is  positively 
dangerous.  One  says  “unavoidable”  when  we  discuss  deaths 
from  premature  births  and  congenital  malformations.  I 
suppose  that  there  is  a  cause  for  this,  and  if  one  could  pin¬ 
point  that  cause  many  of  those  deaths  could  be  avoided. 
Unfortunately,  despite  surveys  and  much  research,  no  one 
factor  ha,s  emerged  which  would  have  any  positive  effect  on 
the  final  figures.  No  doubt  intensive  and  persistent  ante-natal 
care  will,  in  time,  do  a  lot  to  eliminate  such  deaths. 

On  looking  at  the  principal  causes  of  death  one  notices 
that  again  the  principal  cause  of  death  was  diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System,  including  Coronary  Disease.  This 
accounted  for  35  deaths  and  together  with  Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System,  they  accounted  for  50  deaths  —  nearly 
50%  of  the  total.  Malignant  Disease  accounted  for  21  deaths, 
of  which  three  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung.  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Centre,  totalling  11,  were  4  less  than  in  1958,  with 
a  lesser  figure  due  to  Pneumonia  and  a  higher  one  due  to 
Bronchitis.  We  had/ an  Influenzal  death  in  1959  as  we  had  in 
1958. 

There  were  4  accidental  deaths  during  the,  year,  1  ai  road 
accident  and  3  others.  Of  those  3,  2  were  home  accidents,  in 
which  an  elderly  man  and  and  elderly  woman,  both  over  70, 
were  involved.  The  third  accident  was  an  accident  at  work. 
A  nation-wide  ampaign  to  last  six  months,  known  as  “Check 
that  fall”  was  launched  in  October,  1959  by  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  The  two  home  accidents  above 
mentioned  were  the  result  of  falls.  By  far  the  greatest  cause 
of  such  accidents  and  deaths  from  such  accidents  are  the 
results  of  falls;,  and  aged  people  are  in  the  great  majority 
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amongst  the  victims.  It  is  so  necessary  to  look  out  for  all  the 
hidden  dangers  in  the  homes  where  there  are  elderly  people. 
Modern  fittings  and  appliances  used  in  houses  today  may  not 
be  altogether  understood  by  the  elderly  people  and  accidents 
can  easily  happen.  A  little  thought  given  to  the  surroundings 
where  elderly  people  live  is  desirable.  After  all,  the  elderly 
people  spend  a  lot  of  time  in  their  home  compared  with  their 
younger  friends  and  it  is,  therefore,  essential  that  the  home 
is  safe  for  them. 

I  think  at  this  point  I  ought  to  mention  the  re-emergence 
of  the  Home  Safety  Committee  in  Stocksbridge,  which  is  a 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Accident  Prevention  Council.  This 
Committee  meets  regularly,  is  affiliated  to  the  North  Eastern 
Area-Home  Safety  Group,  and  they  do  quite  a  lot  of  propa¬ 
ganda  work  in  various  ways.  The  Committee  is  representative 
of  most  of  the  Voluntary  Organisations  within  the  township, 
and  wherever  there  are  groups  gathered  together  for  any 
function  of  any  importance  the  Home  Safety  Committee  have 
some  propaganda  material  or,  if  not,  exhibition  on  view. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  picture  for  the  district  is  quite 
satisfactory.  Compared  with  last  year,  when  there  were  only 
11  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  for  the  whole  year,  there  were, 
in  1959,  206  cases.  In  this  relatively  high  number  there  were 
199  notifications  of  Measles. 

Mr.  Robinson,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  submitted 
that  part  of  the  report  which  deals  with  the  sanitary 
circumstances.  In  this  there  are  the  usual  statistical  details 
of  the  services  which  he  controls,  and  the  report  would  in¬ 
dicate  a  continued  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  depart¬ 
mental  work. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  i,s  still  awaiting  amend¬ 
ment,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  extension  to  Deepcar 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  There  is  part  of  the  Sewer,  between 
New  Road  and  Manchester  Road,  still  to  be  renewed,  and  in 
connection  with  the  whole  question  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  I  understand  that  pressure  is  now  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  engineers  to  proceed  with  the  work. 

I  believe  that  in  1960  the  work  will  go  out  to  tender,  and 
we  hope  that  by  early  1961  the  scheme  will  be  in  progress. 
There  is  now  some  urgency  about  the  matter. 
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The  water  supplies  are  satisfactory.  Of  a  total  of  3,718 
houses,  3,636  have  a  public  supply.  The  remaining  82  houses 
have  private  supplies,  sometimes  individual  and  sometimes 
serving  a  group  of  houses.  There  has  not  been  any  particular 
sampling  of  water  from  those  supplies,  but  I  have  received 
no  complaints  about  the  water,  at  least  qualitatively. 

In  concluding  this  preamble  to  my  annual  report  I  would 
like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  encouragement  and  support 
throughout  the  year.  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  help  afforded  me  by  the  Clerk  and  other  staff  of  the 
Council,  and  particularly  I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my 
grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Robinson  and  his  staff  for  their  con¬ 
tinued  loyalty  and  meticulous  attention  to  duty. 

Lastly  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  putting  on 
record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Smith,  Senior  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  for  her  advice  and  help  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAIN  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DiSTRICT  STATISTICS  IN  BRIEF. 


The  Stocksbridge  Urban  District  covers  an  area  of  4,631 
acres.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1959 
was  3,718.  The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £154,253  whilst 
the  product  of  a  penny  rate  is  £621.  Os.  Od.  as  at  1st  April, 
1960. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General  has  given  his  estimation  of  the 
population  as  10,630,  an  increase  of  150  as  compared  with  the 
1958  figure. 

Births. 

There  were  185  live  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  Of  these  98  were  males  and  87  females.  This 
is  an  increase  of  one  on  the  figure  for  1958.  There  were  7 
illegitimate  births,  all  female. 

Still-Births. 

During  the  year  there  were  2  still-births,  1  male  and  1 
female.  There  were  no  illegitimate  still-births. 

Deaths. 

105  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  district  during  1959  — 
63  male  and  42  female.  This  is  a  decrease  of  13  compared  with 
the  1958  figure. 

Below  I  give  tables  of  Live  Birth  Rates,  Still-birth  Rates 
and  Crude  Death  Rates,  with  those  rates  for  other  parts  of 
the  Country. 
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RATES  PER  1,000  TOTAL  POPULATION. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

Stocksbridge 

U.  D. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

(Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population) 

1959 

16.5 

16.5 

17.4 

1958 

16.4 

16.7 

17.6 

1957 

16.1 

16.6 

17.8 

1956 

15.7 

16.4 

16.4 

1955 

15.0 

15.3 

16.7 

DEATHS 

(Crude  Death  Rate) 

(Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population) 

1959 

11.6 

11.6 

9.9 

1958 

11.7 

11.9 

11.3 

1957 

11.5 

11.7 

8.4 

1956 

11.7 

11.8 

9.6 

1955 

11.7 

11.7 

9.7 

STILL-BIRTHS 

(Rates  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-hirths) 

1959 

20.7 

20.4 

10.7 

1958 

21.6 

22.8 

10.8 

1957 

22.4 

23.9 

10.8 

1956 

23.0 

23.1 

23.1 

1955 

1 

23.1 

26.4 

39.1 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cancer  Male  Female  Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  —  1  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  .  3  —  3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  including  leukaemia  .  9  8  17 

Diabetes  .  2  I  3 

Nervous  System 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  in  5  15 

Circulatory  System 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  10  8  18 

Other  heart  disease .  4  5  9 

Other  circulatory  diseases  .  5  3  8 

Respiratory  System 

Influenza  .  —  1  1 

Pneumonia  .  2  —  2 

Bronchitis  .  7  1  8 

Genito-Urinary  System 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate .  1  —  1 

Maternal  Deaths .  —  1  1 

Other  Defined  and  lil-Defmed  Diseases  5  7  12 

Violence  (Suicide)  .  2  —  2 

Accidents 

Motor  Vehicle  .  1  —  1 

Other  Accidents  .  2  1  3 

All  Causes  .  63  42  105 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS. 

Male  Female 


Under  1  year  .  4  — 

1  to  2  years  .  1  — 

2  to  5  years  .  1  — 

5  to  15  years .  —  — 

15  to  25  years .  — 

25  to  45  years .  —  1 

45  to  65  years .  16  9 

65  years  and  over .  41  32 


TOTAL .  63  42 


Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  4  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  (all  male), 
equivalent  to'  a  rate  of  21.6  per  1,000  live  births. 


DEATHS  UNDER  1  YEAR. 

(Rates  per  1,000  Related  Live  Births) 


England 

West  Riding 

and 

Administrative 

Stocksbridge 

Wales 

County 

U.D. 

1959  . 

.  22.0 

24.0 

21.6 

1958  . 

.  22.5 

24.4 

21.7 

1957  . 

.  23.0 

26.4 

32.6 

1956  . 

.  23.8 

27.1 

17.8 

1955  . 

.  24.9 

26.2 

5.8 
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TABLE  SHOWING  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
INFANTILE  DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under  4  weeks 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

1 

1 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

- - - — 

Total  under  1  year 

Prematurity  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  . 

Malformations  and 
Birth  Injuries 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

T  otal  . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1958  . 

3 

— 

— 

- — 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1957  . 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1956  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1955  . 

1 

-  — 

—  . 

'  -s- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  during  1959. 

Epidemic  Diseases. 

There  was  one  death  in  the  Epidemic  Diseases  (  other  than 
Tuberculosis)  Group  during  the  year. 

Inquests. 

Inquests  were  held  on  7  occasions  and  in  4  cases  the  cause 
of  death  was  certified  by  the  Coroner  after  Post  Mortem 
Examination  without  Inquest. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTS,  1946/57. 


Live  Births  .  . .  185. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .  17.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.8 

Stillbirths  .  . .  2. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  10.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  187. 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  4. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  21.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  .  22.5 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  .  — 

Neo- natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  21. b 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1.000  total  live  births)  .  10.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  .  20.7 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)— 

Number  of  deaths  .  !• 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  5.35 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  206  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were 
notified.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Pneumonia 


Notifications. 

199 

2 

3 

2 


206 


After 

Correction. 

199 

2 

3 

2 


206 


ATTACK  RATE  OF  COMMONER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

Stocksbridge 
U.  D. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1.06 

1.49 

0.19 

Pneumonia  . 

0.59 

0.61 

0.19 

Measles  . 

11.88 

14.94 

18.72 

Whooping  Cough 

0.73 

0.58 

0.28 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
BY  AGE  GROUPS. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  2  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to 
the  Department.  This  is  4  less  than  the  number  notified  during 
1958.  One  case  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and 
one  in  the  last  quarter.  Both  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and 
although  one  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital  this  was  purely 
for  isolation  purposes  and  not  because  of  any  degree  of  serious 
illness. 

The  attack  rate  of  0.19  is  much  lower  than  the  rate  of 
1.06  for  England  and  Wales  and  1.49  for  the  We.st  Riding 
Administrative  County. 


Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  Stocksbridge 
Urban  District  during  1959.  The  number  of  children  in  the 
district  who  received  primary  protection  against  Diphtheria 
during  1959  was  150,  a  drop  of  5  on  the  figure  for  1958.  Of  this 
number  134  were  under  5  years  of  age  and  16  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15  years.  In  addition,  79  children  received 
booster  doses  on  commencing  School. 


Measles. 

You  will  recall  that  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1958  1 
mentioned  that  the  incidence  of  major  outbreaks  of  Measles 
in  the  district  appeared  to  be  occurring  biannually  and  it 
was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  having  received  only  one 
notification  in  1958  we  could  reasonably  anticipate  a  much 
higher  proportion  of  cases  in  1959.  This  prediction  proved 
correct  in  as  much  as  there  were  199  cases  notified  in  the 
district  during  1959.  The  outbreak  commenced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  when  15  cases  were  notified,  reaching 
its  peak  during  the  second  quarter,  with  155  cases,  and 
gradually  easing  off  in  the  third  quarter,  with  28  cases.  Only 
one  notification  was  received  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  attack  rate  of  18.72  was  considerably  higher  than 
that  of  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County,  at  14.94.  and 
both  were  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  11.88. 


Whooping  Cough. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  district  has  been  negligible.  Only  three  cases  were 
notified  during  1959,  and  all  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year.  None  of  these  had  been  immunised  against  the 
disease. 
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1  am  particularly  impressed  with  the  high  aceptance  rate 
for  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  in  the  district.  It  is  evident 
that  more  and  more  parents  are  realising  that  protection 
against  Whooping  Cough  is  as  important  to  the  children  as 
protection  against  Poliomyelitis  and  Diphtheria.  It  may  be 
that  the  decision  to  use  the  triple  antigen  in  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics,  has  been  a  contributing  factor  to  this  increase.  What¬ 
ever  the  reason  I  hope-  that  this  trend  will  continue  for  many 
years.  During  1959,  137  children  were  immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough,  an  increase  of  65  on  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  137  receiving  this  protection,  134  were 
under  5  years  of  age. 

Poliomyelitis. 

The  long  hot,  dry  Summer  of  1959  was  conducive  to  what 
we  expect  to  bring  about  the  onset  of  an  outbreak  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  and  for  the  second  successive  year  no  case  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  was  reported  in  the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District.  One 
would  like  to  think  that  this  happy  state  of  affairs  has  been 
brought  about  by  systematic  immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continued  during  1959. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  response  for  vaccination 
was  most  disappointing  ;  the  public  were  just  not  coming 
forward  in  the  same  large  numbers  that  we  had  seen  when 
the  scheme  first  started.  So  much  was  this  universally  evident 
that  concern  was  being  felt  by  the  Ministry.  There  were  large 
stocks  of  vaccine  piling  up,  and  as  this  has  a  limited  life  there 
was  the  ever  present  danger  of  a  great  loss  to  public  funds 
due  to  the  vaccine  being  unserviceable. 

An  intense  publicity  campaign  was  instituted'  in  an  effort 
to  shake  a  lethargic  public  out  of  its  apathy  towards  protection 
against  such  a  publicity  ridden  disease.  All  these  efforts,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  of  no  avail.  It  took  the  untimely  death  of  a  well 
known  sportsman  to  rouse  people  to  the  dangers  of  not  having 
protection  against  the  disease.  For  several  weeks  there  was 
tremendous  publicity,  both  in  the  Press  and  other  media,  i.e. 
Radio,  Television.  Great  play  was  made  of  the  fact  that  Foot¬ 
ball  Clubs  were  having  their  players  vaccinated  en  bloc.  There 
was  a  tremendous  clamour  from  the  public  —  the  rush  for 
vaccination  was  on. 

By  far  the  greatest  demand  was  from  the  16 — 25  years 
age  group,  and  in  order  to  cope  with  this  special  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  with  local  firms  and  I  must,  at  this  stage, 
place  on  record  my  appreciation  for  the  magnificent  response 


17 


from  the  management  for  their  co-operation,  not  only  in 
placing  rooms  at  our  disposal,  but  for  allowing  their  employees 
to  get  protective  treatment  during  working  hours.  In  addition 
to  these  day-time  arrangements  it  was  found  necessary  to 
organise  evening  sessions  in  order  to  satisfy  the  constant 
demand.  On  more  than  one  occasion  the  normal  session  times 
had  to  be  extended  byi  1  to  2  hours  in  an  effort;  to  reduce  the 
queues  which  formed  outside  Clinics  where  the  evening 
sessions  were  held. 


Alas,  the  public’s  memory  is  very  short,  and  by  the 
beginning  of  September  the  numbers  of  persons  attending  at 
vaccination  sessions  began  to  fall,  until  by  the  year  end  the 
figures  were  less  than  those  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
1958. 


As  I  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report  the  scheme  has  to 
be  run  on  a  Divisional  basis,  and  because  of  this  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  figures  for  individual  County  districts.  The 
table  appended  below  indicates  the  situation  as  applied  to  the 
whole  Division  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 


Persons  who  had  received  two  injections  at  31st  December, 

1959  : 


Months 

Age  Groups 
1933-1942 

Age  Groups 
1943-1959 

Expectant 

Mothers 

January — February  . 

1,179 

1,012 

26 

March— April  . 

364 

484 

27 

May — June  . 

1,294 

1,271 

54 

July — August  . 

297 

1,481 

47 

September— October  . 

231 

601 

44 

November — December 

77 

382 

31 

TOTALS  . 

3,442 

5,231 

229 
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The  total  number  of  persons  who  received  three  injections 
during  the  year  ended  3,1st  December,  1959,  is  as  follows  : — 


Children  .  5,478 

Others  .  1,031 


TOTAL  .  6,509 


The  number  of  persons  awaiting  vaccination  at  31st 
December,  1959  : — 

Age  Group  1933 — 1942  170 

Age  Group  1943 — 1959  185 

Expectant  Mothers  .  12 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

In  a  previous  paragraph  I  gave  enthusiastic  comment  on 
the  high  acceptance  rate  in  respect  of  immunisation  against 
Whooping  Cough.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  same  cannot 
be  said  of  the  rate  for  vaccination  against  Smallpox.  A  total 
of  65  children  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox,  an  increase 
of  9  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  Of  this  number  58  were 
infants  under  one  year  and  the  remainder  were  in  the  age 
group  1 — 15  years.  Six  persons  were  revaccinated.  The 
acceptance  rate  of  31.35  compares  very  unfavourably  with 
that  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County,  at  35.36. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Freedom  from  Food  Poisoning  for  the  third  successive 
year  was  another  outstanding  feature  of  the  health  record  of 
the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District.  This  is  particularly  grati¬ 
fying  when  one  considers  that  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning 
in  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  during  1959  were 
almost  double  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Carelessness  on  the  part  of  food  handlers  is  invariably 
one  of  the  prime  factors  in  an  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  and 
one  cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  the  need  for  scrupulous 
attention  to  personal  hygiene  on  the  part  of  all  persons  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  handling  of  food.  It  should  go  without  saying 
that  any  person  suffering  from  nasal  infection  or  having  a 
skin  infection  should  be  excluded  from  job,s  which  involve 
the  handling  of  food. 
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Tuberculosis. 


During  the  year  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis  in  the  district,  only  4  cases  being  notified, 
compared  with  14  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  4  cases 
2  were  Pulmonary  and  2  Non-Pulmonary. 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—5  years  . 

— 

— 

i 

— 

5 — 15  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15  30  years  . 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

30—45  years  . 

— • 

1 

— 

— ■ 

45 — 65  years  . 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

05  years  and  over  . 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

TOTAL  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

At  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  there 
were  91  cases,  62  Pulmonary  (34/ male  and  28  female)  and  29 
Non-Pulmonary  (14  male  and  15  female).  No  action  was  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925  and  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  During  the  year  three  cases  were  removed  from  the 
register  for  the  following  reasons  —  one  cured  and  two  left 
the  area.  In  1959,  7  cases  were  admitted  into  Sanatorium  or 
Hospital  andi  7  cases  were  discharged. 

The  effective  control  of  this  disease  depends  on  many 
factors,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  continual  follow  up  of 
contacts  with  positive  cases,  in  an  endeavour  to  persuade  them 
to  accept  examination,  and  treatment  if  necessary.  Other 
measures,  such  as  miniature  mass  radiography  of  the  chest 
and  B.G.G.  vaccination  schemes,  undoubtedly  play  a 
prominent  part  in  the  prevention  of  the  disease. 


I  am  glad  to  report  that  a  very  happy  relationship  exists 
between  my  Department  and  that  of  the  Chest  Physician  in 
Barnsley.  I  am  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Crowthei  and  his  staff 
for  their  continued  help  on  many  occasions. 
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B.G.G.  Vaccination. 

The  scheme  for  vaccination  of  the  13/14  year  old  School- 
child  with  B.G.G.  was  continued  during  the  year.  In  the 
Schools  concerned  in  the  Stocksbridge  area  84  were  tested,  of 
which  64  were  found  to  be  susceptibles  and,  therefore,  suit¬ 
able  for  vaccination.  The  remainder  were  cases  where  at  some 
period  in  life  the  child  had  already  met  with  the  germ  and 
had  resisted  its  infection.  They  were  thus  unsuitable  for 
vaccination  by  B.C.G.  Of  the  64  susceptible, s  62  were  duly 
vaccinated  —  2  absent  through  illness.  Whilst  these  children 
were  being  tested  a  final  test  was  given  to  those  71  children 
who  had  been  vaccinated  in  1958  to  ensure;  that  they  had,  in 
fact,  had  a  successful  vaccination.  61  of  these  proved  to  be 
successful  conversions.  Therei  were  10  query  non-conversions. 

During  1959  we  introduced  the  new  Freeze  Dried  Vaccine 
as  an  alternative  to  the  liquid  Vaccine  previously  used.  One 
factor  in  favour  of  Freeze  Dried  is  that  it  can  be  stored  for 
long  periods  without  deteriorating  in  potency.  We  can  store 
it  under  shelf  conditions  for  twelve  months,  provided  that 
the  temperature  does  not  exceed  20°G  (68°F).  This  makes  our 
work  easier  in  that  we  have  much  more  latitude  to  arrange 
spread  over  vaccination  sessions.  When  we  used  the  liquid 
B.C.G.  Vaccine,  which  was  imported  from  Denmark,  we  had 
to  remember  that  its  potency  had  a  short  life,  about  7  to  14 
days  from  the  date  of  manufacture,  and  this  rather  limited 
us  in  our  scope  of  conducting  sessions. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  make  any  final  pronouncement  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  Freeze  Dried  Vaccine  is  better,  or  as  good 
as  the  liquid,  but  my  impression  to  date  is  that  it  is  not  so 
satisfactory.  Of  course,  as  I  mention,  it  is  too  early  yet  to  be 
dogmatic  about  this  and  I  would  rather  wait  to  see  what,  the 
result  is  after  another  period  of  twelve  months.  I  do  not  want 
to  create  the  impression  that  those  people  vaccinated  with  this 
material  have  not  been  protected.  I  only  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  subsequent  testing  of  vaccinated  cases  has  not  given  the 
dramatic  conversion  reactions  that  one  saw  in  those 
vaccinated  with  liquid  B.G.G. 


School 

Number 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Stocksbridge 

Sec.  Modem  . 

84 

20 

64 

62 

(2  absent 
illness) 
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Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Hoard  did  not  visit  the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District 
during  1959.  They  were,  however,  undertaking  a  public 
survey  in  Penistone,  and  I  took  the  opportunity  of  arranging 
for  those  20  children  who  had  a  positive  reaction  when 
vaccinated  with  B.G.G.  to  attend  the  Unit  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  large  film  X-ray.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all 
were  found  to  have  no  significant  Tuberculosis  lesion. 

Health  Education. 

During  1959  I  and  my  staff  continued  our  efforts  in  the 
field  of  health  education  and  I  have  got  the  impression  that 
there  was  an  increased  interest  in  the  subject  generally.  I 
have  said  from  time  to  time  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
interest  the  public  in  this  subject,  but  with  our  persistent 
efforts  at  Group  Discussion  meetings  and  at  Mothercraft 
Glasses,  Ante-natal  Sessions,  and  later  in  the  School  we  feel 
that  we  are  gaining  a  little  ground  in  our  campaign. 

We  have  had  an  increase  in  our  visual  aid  material  to 
assist  in  teaching  and  there  is  now  available  a  Film  Strip 
Projector  with  a  fairly  good  library  of  Film  Strips,  and  a 
Sound  Cinematograph  Projector  to  show  up  to  date  films  on 
any  subject  of  health  education.  Posters,  flannelgraphs  and 
pegboards  are  also  at  hand  and  have  been  used  quite  a  lot 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  Literature 
is  supplied  at  Clinics  and  the  increase  in  the  request  for 
explanation  of  certain  points,  e.g.  immunisation,  home 
accidents,  dietetics  would  indicate  to  us  that  this  form  of 
propaganda  is  beginning  to  take  hold  of  the  public. 

Positive  health  should  be  the  aim  of  everyone  interested 
in  their  own  welfare  and  I  hope  that  the  interest  already 
kindled  will  remain,  if  not  increase,  in  the  years  to  come. 

My  Health  Visiting  staff  make  a  point  of  visiting  Senior 
Schools  in  the  district  from  time  to  time  and  giving  talks  and 
lectures  on  health  matters.  I  feel  that  theref  ought  to  be  more 
of  this  work  in  the  field  of  health  education,  in  that  one 
member  from  each  section  of  the  service  i.e.  Medical,  Nursing 
and  Public  Health  Inspectorate,  should  visit  a  group,  be  it  a 
captive  group,  e.g.  School,  or  a  voluntary  group  such  as  one 
would  get  at  a  Voluntary  Organisation  meeting.  Each  should 
get  over  his  or  her  particular  part  of  the  preventive  health 
service.  I  am  trying  to  extend  this  idea  in  the  district  and  I 
am  looking  forward  to  some  interesting  results. 
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National  Assistance  Act. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  u,se  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948  or  the  Amendment  Act,  1951 
during  the  period  under  review. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals. 

The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for 
the  provision  of  the  Hospital  Services  covering  this  district. 
Infectious  Disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Lodge  Moor  Hospital, 
Sheffield.  General  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Sheffield  group 
of  General  Hospitals  and  ocasionally  to  Barnsley  Beckett 
Hospital. 

Laboratory  Services. 

These  services  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tories  at  City  General  Hospital  and  at  Wakefield.  The  Medical 
Directors  of  each  of  these  centres  have  been  most  helpful  on 
a  number  of  occasions  and  I  am  grateful  to  them  for  their 
advice  and  help. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Two  vehicles  operate  from  the  Penistone  Depot  and  are 
controlled  from  the  main  base  at  Hoyland.  A  24-hour  service 
is  maintained,  and  although  only  five  vehicles  are  stationed 
at  Hoyland  the  Superintendent  has,  in  actual  fact,  up  to 
twenty  vehicles,  from  Wath,  Maltby,  Kiveton  Park,  Bentley, 
South  Kirkby,  at  his  disposal.  These  operate  a  daily  service 
to  the  Sheffield  Hospitals  and,  all  being  radio  controlled,  can 
be  made  available  as  and  when  required.  In  addition  the 
service  is  supplemented  by  the  car  pool,  whereby  sitting 
patients  are  conveyed  by  car,  thus  relieving  the  Ambulances 
for  stretcher  case.s. 


CLINICS. 

The  following  gives  details  of  the  Clinics  and  ancillary 
services. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  —  held  every  Monday  afternoon  in  a 
room  at  the  rear  ol  the  Town  Hall.  The  Chest  Physician  and 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  are  present,  and  any  case  which 
requires  more  detailed  investigation  is  referred  to  the  Central 
Chest  Clinic  in  Barnsley,  which  is  held  each  Wednesday. 
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Mobile  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  every  fortnight,  on  a  Friday  afternoon, 
at  Ewden.  The  Health  Visitor  is  present  at  each  session  to 
give  personal  advice  to  the  Mothers  who  attend,  and  to  teach 
on  all  aspects  of  health.  A  Doctor  attends  by  appointment  to 
carry  out  immunisation  against  Whooping  Gough,  Diphtheria 
and  Poliomyelitis,  and  advise  Mothers  on  any  problems  they 
may  have. 

The  Land  Rover  collects  the  Mothers  and  children  from 
the  scattered  communities  and  brings  them  to  the  Clinic. 
After  the  visit,  transport  is  again  arranged  for  their  return 
home. 

Total  attendances  during  1959  were  96. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  British 
Hall,  Stocksbridge,  and  is  well  attended. 

One  of  the  difficulties  during  the  past  few  years  has  been 
the  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  number  of  Mothers  and 
babie.s  who  attend.  In  an  attempt  to  overome  this  difficulty, 
a  Health  Visitor  session  was  arranged  during  the  year,  which 
is  held  each  Friday  afternoon,  where  individual  advice  is 
given  to  the  Mothers  and  health  education  is  taught.  In 
addition  there  is  the  distribution  of  foods  and  the  weighing 
of  babies. 

A  Doctor  continues  to  attend  each  week  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  on  a  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  here  vaccination 
against  Smallpox  and  immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis  is  carried  out. 

During  the  year  249  new  babies  attended  the  Clinic  for  the 
first  time,  the  number  of  attendances  being  2,117. 

The  premises  continue  to  be  used  for  special  sessions,  for 
Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis,  B.C.G.  and  Eye  Clinics. 

The  staff  at  the  Clinic  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer,  Dr. 
D.  Patterson,  and  the  Health  Visitors,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellars  and 
Mrs.  H.  Dransfield  at  the  Tuesday  Clinic,  and  Miss  Gregory 
at  the  Friday  session.  Mrs.  Laycock,  the  part-time  assistant, 
attends  when  extra  help  is  required. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

The  position  regarding  Health  Visitors  in  the  Stocksbridge 
area  improved  in  1959,  when  Mrs.  Dransfield  returned  from 
taking  the  Health  Visitor’s  Training  Course  in  July,  making 
the  establishment  three  Health  Visitors  and  one  part-time 
assistant.  During  the  year  a  total  of  4,478  visits  were  made 
by  these  Health  Visitors. 
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The  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  continues  to  be  prevention 
and  the  teaching  of  health  education,  both  in  the  individual 
homes  and  in  the  Clinics  and  Schools.  Her  duties  include  close 
liaison  with  the  General  Practitioners,  Hospital  Almoners,  and 
other  statutory  and  voluntary  organisations.  She  visits 
expectant  mothers,  all  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  the 
aged  persons  in  their  homes  and,  of  course,  supervises  the 
work  of  the  Home  Helps.  When  she  visits  the  homes  she  is 
visiting  as  the  family  visitor  and  her  duties  are  to  advise  on 
any  health  problems  affecting  any  member  of  the  family  and, 
where  necessary,  to  call  in  specialised  help.  With  regard  to 
the  School  Health  Service  she  carries  out  hygiene  inspections, 
is  present  at  School  Medical  Inspections  to  provide  the  Medical 
Officer  with  information  about  the  families  in  her  area,  and 
attends  Specialist  Clinics,  e.g.  Eye  Clinics. 


The  Health  Visiting  Staff  during  1959  was  as  follows  : — 


Name 

Address 

Telephone  No. 

Miss  K.  Gregory 

20,  Don  Avenue, 
Sheffield  6. 

Sheffield  345445 

Mrs.  H.  Dransfield 

14A,  Armitage  Road, 
Deepcar. 

Stocksbridge  2214 

o 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellars 

Handbank  Farm, 

Penistone  3387 

Midhope,  Stocksbridge, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Laycock 

6,  TJnsliven  Road, 

(Part-time  Asst.) 

Stocksbridge. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

During  the  year  the  service  in  Stocksbridge  was  main¬ 
tained  by  one  Home  Nurse  and  one  Home  Nurse/Midwife. 
Miss  Webb,  the  Home  Nurse  for  this  area  for  a  number  of 
years,  died  after  a  long  illness,  during  the  month  of  September. 
As  a  temporary  measure  Mrs.  Chambers  undertook  full-time 
Home  Nursing  in  this  area  but,  unfortunately,  she  did  not 
become  mobile  until  December  and,  therefore,  help  had  to  be 
given  by  Nurses  outside  the  area.  The  vacancy  created  by  Miss 
Webb’s  death  will  be  permanently  filled  by  Mrs.  Armitage, 
the  Home  Nurse/Midwife,  in  April,  1960.  The  Home  Nurses, 
during  the  year  under  review,  made  a  total  of  4,471  visits  to 
the  homes  to  carry  out  nursing  care.  This  is  exactly  the  same 
number  as  recorded  for  1958. 


The  Home  Nursing  Staff  during  1959  was  as  follows  : — 


Name 

Miss  D.  Webb 
(Died  25/9/59) 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Armitage, 
(D.N.M.) 

Mrs.  R.  Chambers 
(Commenced  duty 
10/8/59) 


Address 
1 1  Brent  Knoll  ’ 

Royd  Lane,  Deepcar. 

3,  Heath  Road, 

Stubbin  Farm  Estate, 
Deepcar. 

4,  Bridge  Inn  Row, 
Thurgoland. 


Telephone  No. 

Stocksbridge  3165 

Stocksbridge  2294 

Stocksbridge  3370 


The  Home  Nur,ses  have  provided  an  efficient  service  to 
the  area,  undertaking  varied  duties,  and  have  been  well 
received  by  those  families  they  have  attended. 

I  think  it  is  fitting  at  this  time  that  I  should,  in  this 
document,  pay  tribute  to  the  long  and  devoted  work  for  the 
Nursing  Service  performed  by  the  late  Miss  D.  Webb.  When 
the  Divisional  scheme  came  into  operation  in  1947  Miss  Webb 
opted  to  serve  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  Throughout  the 
years  ,she  did  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  and  was  well 
loved  by  all  sections  of  the  community.  The.  General 
Practitioners  had'  always  a  high  regard  for  her  efficiency  and 
her  devotion  to  duty,  and  I  feel  that  Stocksbridge  are  much 
the  poorer  for  her  passing.  She  was  a  conscientious  and 
capable  member  of  my  staff  and  her  contribution  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  was  of  a  high  order. 


Midwifery  Service. 

The  Midwifery  Staff  is  as  follows  : — 

Nam©  Address  Telephone  No. 

Miss  R.  Crossley  ‘  ‘  Walderscroft  ’  Stocksbridge  3135 

Hollin  Busk  Road, 


Deepcar. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Armitage,  3,  Heath  Road,  Stocksbridge  2294 

(D.N.M.)  Stubbin  Farm  Estate, 

Deepcar. 

Both  Midwives  are  mobile  and  able  to  administer  Gas 
and  Air  Analgesia.  During  the  year  the  Midwives  attended  78 
confinements.  They  attended  70  cases  in  their  capacity  . as 
Midwives  and  8  as  Maternity  Nurses.  This  is  compared  with 
61  confinements  in  1958. 


25  cases  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  Gas  and  Air, 
as  compared  with  only  6  cases  in  1958.  I  am  very  pleased  to 
observe  such  an  increase  in  the  patients  taking  advantage  of 
this  particular  aid. 

The  Midwives  give  an  efficient  service  with  regard  to  all 
aspects  of  Midwifery. 
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NURSING  STAFF  AS  AT  1st  JULY,  1960. 


Health  Visiting. 

Name 

Miss  K,  Gregory 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Sellars 

Mrs.  H.  Dransfield 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Lay  cook 
(Part-time  Asst.) 

Midwives. 

Miss  R.  Crossley 

Mrs.  E.  Steele 

(Relief  —  commenced 
duty  1/4/60) 

Home  Nurses. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Armitage, 

Mrs.  B.  Wragg 
(Commenced  duty 
30/5/60) 


Address 

20,  JDon  Avenue, 

Sheffield  6. 

Handbank  Farm, 
Midhope,  Stocksbridge. 
14A,  Armitage  Road, 
Deepcar. 

6,  Unsliven  Road, 
Stocksbridge. 


‘ 1  Walderscroft  ’ 
Hollin  Busk  Road, 
Deepcar. 

34,  Armitage  Road, 
Deepcar. 


>,  Heath  Road, 

Stubbin  Farm  Estate, 
Deepcar. 

632,  Stannington  Road, 
Sheffield,  6. 


Telephone  No. 

Sheffield  345445 

Penistone  3387 
Stocksbridge  2214 

Stocksbridge  3135 
Stocksbridge  3310 

Stocksbridge  2294 

Sheffield  345934 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

During  1959  a  total  ol  11,782  Domestic  Help  hours  were 
provided  in  the  Stocksbridge  Urban  District.  In  all,  18 
Domestic  Helps  were  employed,  attending  75  cases.  Of  the 
total,  47  were  contained  from  1958,  the  remainder  being  new 
cases.  The  types  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  Service  was 
made  available  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Maternity  Gases  .  4 

Tuberculosis  .  — 

General  Gases  over  65  years  .  67 

General  Gases  under  65  4 

Others  .  — 


TOTAL  .  75 


This  service  continues  to  provide  help  to  those  families 
who  require  it,  particularly  the  old  people  and  maternity 
cases.  During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  as  compared 
with  1958  in  the  number  of  general  cases  over  65  years 
receiving  the  services  of  a  Domestic  Help. 

The  Domestic  Help  .scheme  plays  a  very  important  part 
in  the  care  of  the  old  people  of  the  area  and  many  are  able  to 
remain  in  their  own  homes  with  the  help  of  this  service, 
otherwise  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  cared  foi  in 
Part  III  accommodation  or  Hospital. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  in  the  Stocksbridge 
Urban  District  has  remained  the  same  during  the  year.  They 
are  capable  women,  and  in  many  cases  give  help  to  the  aged 
people  outside  the  scope  of  the  .service. 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  amount  of  Welfare  Foods  issued  in  the  Stocksbiidge 
Urban  District  during  1959  was  as  follows  ; — 

National  Dried  Milk — 2791  tins. 

God  Liver  Oil — 638  bottles. 

Vitamin  A  &  D  Tablets— 619  (packets  of  45). 
Orange  Juice — 5760  bottles. 


The.se  foods  are  issued  at  the  following  centres  through¬ 
out  the  Division  on  the  days  and  times  stated  : — 


Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

STOCKSBPvIDGE  URBAN 

DISTRICT 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Britsh  Hall,  Stocksbridge 

Tuesday 

Friday 

10—12  a. m. 
1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 
10 — 12  a. in. 

PENISTONE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Shrewsbury  Road,  Penistone 

Monday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Mr.  A.  Dyson, 

Town  End,  Thurlstone. 

During  Shop 
Hours 

PENISTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Golf  Club,  Cawthorne 

Alternate 

Wednesdays 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Private  House, 

Mrs.  Pratt, 

Fir  Tree,  Thurgoland 

On  application 
at  House 
(except  Sundays) 

Stocksbridge  Co-op 

Crane  Moor,  Sheffield. 

During  Shop 
Hours 

Mrs.  Thickett, 

Post  Office,  Oxspring  . 

During  Shop 
Hours 

HOYLAND  NETHER  URBAN 

DISTRICT 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Church  Schoolroom, 

Hoyland  Common  . 

Thursday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Hoyland 

Tuesday 

11—12  a. m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Clinic  Parish  Hall, 

Oughtibridge 

Thursday 

■l— 4  p.in. 

Clinic,  Memorial  Hall, 

Worrall . 

Alternate 

Tuesdays 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Chapeltown 

Wednesday 

LI — 12  a.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Methodist  Chapel, 

High  Green  . 

Tuesday 

2^-4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Gatty  Memorial  Hall, 
Ecclesfield  . 

Monday 

Thursday 

2—4  p.m. 

2—4  p.m. 

Clinic,  Methodist  Chapel, 

Norfolk  Hill,  Grenoside  . 

Thursday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Scout  Hall,  Tankersley  . - 

Alternate 

Mondays 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

St.  Paul’s  Inst.,  Wlieata  Road, 
Sheffield,  5 . 

Tuesday 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Knowle  Top,  Stannington  . 

Wednesday 

2^-4  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Congregational  Church,  Loxley. 

Alternate 

Tuesdays 

1-30—3-30  p.m. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  —  1959. 

(Prepared  by  Mr.  D.  E.  Robinson). 


Nuisances. 

Table  showing  the  number  and  type  of  nuisances  found 
and  action  taken  during  the  year. 

Blocked  Drains  .  62 

Blocked  or  defective  sink  wastes .  27 

Blocked  or  defective  W.C.’s .  20 

Defective  Dust  Bins .  21 

Defective  roof,s,  eaves,  gutters  and 

fall  pipes  .  12 

Dampness  —  various  causes .  10 

Miscellaneous  .  4 


156 

Nuisances  brought  forward  from  1958  3 

Total  needing  abatement  .  159 

Abated  during  1959  .  158 


Outstanding  December  1959  .  1 


Informal  Notices  served .  73 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  .  72 

Statutory  Notices  served .  2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with .  2 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted 
of  55  privies  and  4,042  water!  closets. 

Privy  Conversions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  only  1  privy  conversion  notice 
concerning  1  privy  remained  to  be  dealt  with. 

4  privies  were  converted  by  the  respective  property  owners 
concerned,  who  received  the  contribution  made  by  the  Council 
under  the  circumstances. 
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Refuse  Cal  lection. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  from  3,455  Dust  Bins,  55 
Privies  and  3  Dry  Ashpits  and  the  period  of  collection  has 
varied  between  seven  and  twelve  days.  Due  to  availability 
of  more  favourable  employment  in  the  district,  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  sufficient  and  suitable  staff 
for  this  work. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  tip  at  Pot  House  was  closed  during  the  year,  when 
tipping  was  transferred  to  Hollin  Busk,  where  at  the  close  oi 
the  year  it  was  expected  that  tipping  for  a  period  of  six  months 
would  be  available.  There  is  a  general  prejudice  in  the  district 
to  tips  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings  even  when  very  careful 
methods  of  control  are  used,  and  in  consequence  the  Council 
sought  permission  to  establish  a  tip  on  Townend  Common 
where  an  extensive  area  of  land  has  been  spoilt  by  mining 
and  quarrying. 

It  is  hoped  there  to  combine  land  reclamation  with 
tipping.  The  scheme  was  approved  by  the  County  Council  in 
December  and  arrangements  for  the  purchase  or  lease  of  the 
land  will  be  proceeded  with. 

Salvage. 

The  contract  with  Messrs.  Thames  Board  Mills,  Ltd.,  was 
continued  and  the  following  sales  were  made 


Weight 
T.  c. 

qr. 

Value 

£  s. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  . 

10 

10 

3 

79 

0 

8 

Newsprint  . 

14 

5 

1 

120 

10 

0 

Total  . 

24 

10 

0 

£205 

17 

2 

Food. 

Milk.  There  are  8  Registered  Milk  Retailers  in  the  district. 
One  pasteurising  plant  is  licensed  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations  1949-1954. 
Three  Dealers  licences  are  in  force  in  respect  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  under  the  Special  Designation  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations  1949-1954. 
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Ice  Cream.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  locally.  Three 
licences  for  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream  were  granted  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  of  premises  so  licensed  to  38. 

Inspection.  38  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  were 
made. 

Meat. 

Two  private  slaughter  houses  are  in  use.  All  the  animals 
slaughtered  were  examined  namely  : —  161  Beasts,  154  Pigs 
and  453  Sheep  and  for  the  purpose  of  examination  121 
separate  visits  were  paid.  The  following  table  shows  the 
diseased  conditions  found  and  the  meat  and/or  organs 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 


Disease 

Animal 

Parts  Surrendered 

Head 

Lungs 

Liver 

Localised 
Tuberculosis  . 

Beasts 

3 

o 

1 

Abcess  . 

Beasts 

3 

Fluke  Disease 

Beasts 

15 

Ascarides 

Pigs 

6 

Other  Foods. 

The  following  list  shows  unsound  food  surrendered  and 


destroyed  by  incineration  : — 

Canned  Meats  . 

92 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Canned  Fish  . 

2 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

Canned  Fruit  . 

.  340 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

Canned  Vegetables 

30 

lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

Canned  Milk  . 

38 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Sausage  . 

2 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Preserves 

3 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

510 

lbs. 

7 

ozs. 

About  18  cwts.  of  similar  stocks  were  examined  and 
found  satisfactory. 
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Food  Premises. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  area 
including  sales  shops  is  as  follows  : — 

Bakeries  .  3 

Canteens  .  4 

Snack  and  Coffee  Bar  .  1 

Fish  Fryers  and  Wet  Fish  Salesmen .  7 

General  Grocers  .  1() 

General  Grocers  including  bread  and 

confectionery  .  40 

General  Grocers  including  bread, 

confectionery  and  meat  .  2 

Sugar  Confectionery  .  8 

Butchers  .  ^ 


Water  Supply. 

Stocksbridge’s  water  is  supplied  and  distributed  by  the 
Sheffield  Corporation.  Of  the  3,718  houses  in  the  district  3,636 
have  a  public  supply. 

Rodent  and  Insect  Control. 

No  takes  were  recorded  when  a  10%  test  of  the  district 
sewers  was  carried  out.  Some  minor  rodent  infestations  found 
in  private  dwellings  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  the 
occupiers  with  advice  and  help  given  by  this  department. 

Two  instances  of  cockroach  infestation  were  found  and 
dealt  with. 

Periodic  inspection  of  the  Council’s  tip  and  Sewerage 
Disposal  Works  show  these  to  be  reasonably  free  from 
infestation. 


Disinfection. 

Premises  were  disinfected 


in  two  instances  after  infectious 


diseases. 


Housing. 

New  Houses  Completed. 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  —  Albany  Road  Flats  4 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  27 
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•  > 

O 


4 


Total 


Closure  of  Houses. 

No  representations  were  made  in  respect  of  houses  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

Relief  of  Overcrowding. 

In  the  letting  of  the  Council’s  houses  one  case  of  over¬ 
crowding  concerning  8  persons  was  dealt  with. 

Clearance  Orders. 

The  Button  Row  Clearance  Order,  a  group  of  15  houses 
occupied  by  36  persons,  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on 
19th  December,  1958.  Five  families  from  this  area  concerning 
21  persons  were  re-housed  by  the  Council  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

A  resolution  making  Clearance  Orders  on  the  following- 
properties  was  passed  by  the  Council  on  17th  December, 
1959  : — 


Bower  Row  .  11  houses 

Hole  House  Cottages  .  3  houses 

Horner  House  .  4  houses 

Mount  Olive  .  6  houses 


Confirmation  regarding  the  above  Clearance  Orders  has 
not  yet  been  received  from  the  Minister. 

Repair  and  Record itioning. 

Thirteen  dwellings  were  rendered  reasonably  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Twenty-four  applications  were  granted,  twenty-two 
from  owner  occupiers  and  two  in  respect  of  tenanted  houses. 
The  value  of  the  grants  totalled  £2,980. 

Standard  Grants. 

Three  applications  were  granted  in  respect  of  tenanted 
houses.  The  value  of  the  grants  totalled  £280. 

Loans  for  House  Purchase. 

The  following  shows  the  number  and  value  of  loans 
granted  for  house  purchase  and  improvement  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Loans  Granted. 

New  Existing  Total  Value 

Houses  Houses  Total  of  Loans. 

2  48  50  £32.095.  0.  0. 


New  Buildings  and  Development. 
Proposals  submitted  for  Approval. 

Dis- 


Approved 

approved 

Totnl 

Garages  . 

123 

1 

124 

Garden  Shed,s,  Coal  Stores  and 
Porches,  etc . 

20 

— 

20 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . 

39 

— 

39 

Store  Sheds  . 

10 

— 

10 

Offices  and  Works  Extensions . 

11 

— 

11 

New  Dwelling  Houses  . 

23 

3 

26 

Dwelling  House  Extensions 

6 

— 

6 

Residential  Layouts  . 

10 

— 

10 

Overhead  Lines  . 

2 

— 

2 

Electrical  Sub-stations  . 

3 

— 

3 

Conservatories  . 

2 

— 

9 

Alterations  to  Shop  Premises  . 

1 

— 

\ 

Outline  Applications  . 

4 

6 

10 

Change  of  Use  . 

2 

— 

2 

Omnibus  Passenger  Shelters  .... 

2 

_ — 

L> 

Workshop  . 

1 

— 

1 

Advertisement  Signs  . 

o 

h* 

— 

9 

Clubhouse  . 

\ 

— 

1 

Tipping  Proposal  . 

1 

• — 

1 

Branch  Bank  . 

1 

• — 

1 

Caravan  Sites  . 

1 

1 

o 

Licensed  Premises  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

266 

11 

277 
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HIBBERT,  ASHTON  &  YOUEL,  LTD. 

-  -  PRINTERS  -  - 

12,  MARKET  STREET,  BARNSLEY. 


